
Cooper Mountain PTO General Meeting 
Meeting Date: November 29, 2016 
Meeting Time: 7:00pm 
Location: Cooper Mountain Library 
 
Attendees:  
Diya Khothule, Dina Hersey, Rhonda Carnell, Rebecca Stein, Maria Medley, Erica Wichman, 
Jennifer Hoffman, Krissa Ferguson, Anne Lewis, Misa Nikonov, Meredith Rogers, Margaret Long, 
Tammy Eck, Becky Meyer, Lisa Boyle, Connie Menjivar, Nappinnai Narayanan, Renae Nylander. 
 

Welcome and Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Diya: 7:05pm 
 

Minutes 
 Review of minutes from September 27th, 2016 and October 25th, 2016 

 Motion to approve for September by Misa. There are 2 Sarah Fletchers, so there should 
be Sarah Miles for one of them. 2nd by Renae.  

 Motion to approve for October by Dina. Mrs. Long seconded. 
 

Officers’ Report 
 President Report 

o Thank you to the Harvest Festival committee. Seemed to have gone off great.  
o The kids and the families seemed to enjoy the event. 
o A lot of effort was put into the event and it was great. Great costumes 

 President-Elect Report 
o Out Sick 

 Treasurer 
o If you haven’t made the purchase on the Benefit app, please do the purchase – 

tomorrow is the last day 
o You could use the Benefit app the same day as you buy the gift card 
o There was a question regarding the Intel funds. It looks like there is a new 

process and the PTO needs to contact Intel to get approval for matching funds. 
 Tammy will forward to Diya and Tonya. A few people have run into the 

issue. The email is pretty specific regarding the changes and the date 
needs to be on the receipt.  

 Media Secretary 
o We are waiting for the file from the school front office with the people who will 

be included. 
o There was a new checkbox on the forms and it’s made a bit more difficult to get 

the information. 
o Need to check the newsletter for the timing of the PTO meeting. Mrs. Long 

brought up that the timing is not there. 

 Event Volunteer Coordinator 



o There are still openings for volunteers (kit assemblies). Dec. 7th 6:30 – 8:30pm. 
o There are still openings for the day off (clean-up, hall monitor, etc.). 
o The planning is going well. 
o Teens are welcome to volunteer; they just need to fill out the form. You may 

have to do this through a regular form and it went through really fast. The PTO 
board will reach out to Joanna (Rhonda will take this action item). 

 Classroom Volunteer Coordinator 
o Getting emails out to start the party planning. 
o Mr. Sipp, Mrs. Swett and Mr. Monahan don’t have the party coordinators for the 

classroom, so if you’re in those classrooms, please consider classroom party 
planning. 

o Candy bags are in the volunteer room and in the 5th grade classes and we are 
taking donations. Candy bagging volunteers needed. 

 Principal Report 
o We will receive 255 chrome books and iPads as part of the bond measure. Those 

won’t appear until January-February. The goal is to be 1-1 devices for 4th and 5th 
grade and close to that for the earlier grades. 

o Motivates to keep the technology in the front of the teacher’s minds and this is 
great education tool for our kids. 

o It would be great to consider big TVs for the classroom so that a file can really be 
worked on in real time. This may be something we want to consider for 
budgeting in the future years. 

o Reminder: there are policies regarding gift giving. We always encourage to do 
the funds donations through the classroom enhancement form/through the PTO. 
We want to remind that you can’t exceed over $50 gifts for each teacher over 
the year if you choose to donate outside of the classroom enhancement form. 

o Mrs. LeMon wants to say how much the school appreciates everything that the 
PTO does (Cougar Run pictures, school store, meals for the conferences, etc.). 
Please consider reaching out to friends to join. 

 Guest Speaker - Brian Weselak 
o 55 registered scouts in the pack – very healthy number and a lot of the packs 

don’t have this and are struggling 
o They are getting members from other schools and home schools, not just Cooper 

Mountain and we are lucky to have them. 
o They have 18 volunteer leaders. These leaders are taking time to run den events, 

field trips and other things. We are committed to doing the necessary training, 
like youth protection training.  

o Recruiting – fantastic recruiting season. 15 boys graduated and 10 boys were 
recruited through recruiting and one of the recruiting events was right here at 
the school for back-to-school night. Thank you to the school for allowing for this.  

o They did a field clean-up at the school and boys and volunteers got together to 
pull out weeds and clean up and this was a great event. 

o Welcome back campfire also happened and was really great. 
o Recognition: 



 8th year that they earned journey to excellence gold award that is based 
on financial health, training, etc.  

 Time and Achievement award. This goes to those packs that have events 
through the Summer. There are Summer camps but also had an Oaks 
Park event, Flicks by the Fountain, Oregon Air Show. 

o Boy Scouts of America really is focused now for getting outdoors. They have 
been scheduling the events outside so that the boys can work on their camping 
skills honed. 

o Since September, we’ve also done some other events and a lot of events still 
planned. 

o Service event this Saturday – scouting for food. Please help if you can. The food 
will be donated to St. Vincent DePaul. The idea was to separate which weekend 
is being done in which neighborhood by Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, 
so the same families shouldn’t be asked twice. 

o They’re going to Pump It Up to celebrate for the wreath door-to-door 
fundraising. Over 75 boys participated. 

o Finance: 
 In a great financial shape due to the Intel donation. 
 Trying to ensure long success of the pack. We’re taking the money and 

splitting the money across the next 3 fiscal year.  
 

Project List  
A survey was sent about 3 weeks ago to identify the priority for the project.  

- Good participation: 63 people responded to the survey 
- Priority 1: Security Cameras for Portables 
- Priority 2: Anti-Slip Surfacing for Portables’ Ramps, Stairs, and Platform 
- Priority 3: Library Improvements 
- Priority 4: Crowd Control Barriers between Portables/Covered Area and Parking Lot 
- Priority 5: Emergency Kits 
- Priority 6: Portable Sun Shades for Outdoor Activities 
- Priority 7: Bark Chips Around the Field 
- Priority 8: Community Garden by Picnic Tables 
- Priority 9: Garden Boxes Outside 5th Grade Portables 
- Priority 10: Lunch Number Budges 
- Priority 11: Barrier for 5th Grade Flower Boxes 

 
Next Steps: The list is being managed by Tonya. The intent is to put in the facility improvement 
request to see where these land for the top 5 projects. The PTO Board will focus on the top 5. 
The handout identified the rest of the priorities 
 
Suggestions: 

 The word order has already been put in for the priority 2. There’s been some 
review/research. 



 The proposal by Misa is to have each kid to bring in a kit (bottle of water, granola bar, 
hard candies, etc.). There’s also safety committee that could be used for further 
research. Mrs. LeMon also has black backpacks and we could ask for backpacks 

 Another suggestion for a new project: kids are bored sitting outside when raining during 
the recess. Mrs. LeMon reported that there’s a need to keep the area not too 
congested, so there’s a purposeful limit on how much stuff is available. Perhaps there’s 
something else that the kids could be doing while it’s raining. Ideas: maybe there could 
be some PE time dedicated to teaching kids what they could do at recess, like Chinese 
jump rope, more equipment, or a parent or staff lead activities. Diya and Mrs. LeMon 
will take this to Mr. Deers.  

 

5th Grade 
- Diya has been working with others to figure out historical information. 
- Diya has noticed that there’s not been consistency how the policy has been applied.  
- We’d like to make the planning for the 5th grade financial plan more official in the future 

and the recommendation is that the PTO board meets with the 5th grade committee in 
the beginning of the year.  

- PTO Board Proposal:  
o $255 will be put back for the party fund (already done) 
o $500 will not be supplied by the PTO out of the gate. However, the PTO board is 

committed to supporting the 5th grade in supplying the money necessary if the 
donations/fundraising doesn’t bring in as much as anticipated and budget is not 
met. PTO board would like to reserve the right to have a collaborative discussion 
with the 5th grade at the time for the amount. Why? This wasn’t as tightly 
managed as it should have been previously, someone has spent the money in 
the previous year and further the fundraising has been going well.  

o All of the other funding will be coming from the fundraising. 
- 5th Grade will put an item in the budget to re-seed the student store funding. 
- Questions from the 5th grade 

o The idea was initially to do the same kind of proposal, but it seems like it would 
be more work and so why not just give this money as the donation? – The idea is 
that the board is giving an opportunity to 5th grade to create the fundraising. 

o Question regarding the party funds – when it was taken away, was the process 
followed with the budget being shown a month before and was it voted on in the 
general meeting. The board did publish the budget and voted the same day, 
which was not in the by-laws, however there was no time due to how late the 
board got together.  

o There should be some guidelines – concern for the other 5th grade next year. 
What if we spent $650 this year from PTO, the next year, they would ask for the 
same. It seems cleaner to just give $500.  

o 5th grade has requested to go back to the guidelines that were published 2 years 
ago rather than changing.  

- What are the next steps? 



o All 5th grade parents have voted to go back to how it was before – the proposal 
that was put in place by Tammy and the board 2 years ago. 

o The original proposal does also include the rollover. If the 5th grade raises $300 
over what was budgeted, that money would roll over to the next year and the 
PTO board would only donate $200 dollars to the 5th grade. 

o The next step: board will take back the recommendation and review. 
o The 5th Grade is moving forward with the planning. 
o Request is to publish and approve the budget again.  

 

Dining for Dollars 
- Zoup is next for Dining for Dollars – go on Tuesday, Dec. 6th.  

 

General Meeting Adjournment 
Tammy proposed adorning the meeting at 8:39pm. Renae gave a 2nd.  
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